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Murder Mystery Features ‘Real Treasure’


Puzzles and Ciphers Hold Secret of Hidden Gold





DES MOINES, IOWA ( Have you ever wanted to live the life of a character from a murder mystery book or motion picture? Have you dreamed of finding a sunken pirate ship full of gold doubloons and pieces-of-eight? Or of digging for buried treasure? Well, here’s your chance! 





The Theatre of Interactive Drama now offers an audience participation murder mystery treasure hunt with Real Treasure for the lucky finder.





The Mystery of the Winthrop Treasure is a week-long murder mystery and treasure hunt with thousands of dollars in real treasure. Variations of the interactive theatre event are planned to take place at a castle in Scotland, at an Adirondack-style Great Camp on a private island in the North Woods of Wisconsin, and in the remote Out Islands of the Bahamas by means of flying boat. 





Participants will play the parts of characters who look like they stepped out of an Agatha Christie novel or a Humphrey Bogart movie while looking for a chest full of real gold and silver coins, jewels, and banknotes. And trying not to get murdered in the process.





Director Alan Lance Andersen explains. “In The Mystery of the Winthrop Treasure , you are not a modern-day tourist, nor are you a play-actor in costume on a stage. You are an adventurer in a real-life drama. The idea is to re-create the sort of adventure your character might actually have experienced.” 





According to Andersen, the cost of the trip will be about the same as taking a cruise ship or railroad tour, but the cash value of the major treasure may be up to three or four times the price of the entire trip. “We will have a number of treasures hidden about, ranging in value from a few hundreds of dollars to the main treasure chest worth thousands. Find the big prize and your adventure pays for itself !!!”





Participants are provided with a package of maps and clues to the various treasures. Included are codes, cyphers, logic puzzles, optical illusions, crossword puzzles, rebuses, and word-searches. (The authors recommend boning up on old issues of GAMES Magazine). 





Andersen warns that there are a number of red herrings. Several of the puzzles are provided simply “to throw you off course.” But at least one of the red herrings is, in itself, also a valuable clue. “If this sounds awfully complicated — it is!” said Andersen. “The Mystery of the Winthrop Treasure is intended to be a sophisticated and challenging treasure hunt with prizes worth thousands of dollars.” 





Any treasure may contain items of greater or lesser value; gold coins are obviously worth more than copper pennies, but the distinction is not always so obvious. Part of the challenge is to determine which things are really valuable and which are not.





“We have gathered treasure items from all corners of the Earth,” said Andersen. We have ancient Roman coins, 700-year-old Sultans of Delhi silver coins from India, coins from sunken shipwrecks, and Catherine the Great 5-Kopeck pieces so large you better wear steel-toed shoes if you drop one on your foot. We have $ 5,000,000 banknotes from Hungary and Japanese occupation currency. We have gold and silver bullion coins. And for treasure chests, we have himitsu-baku Japanese puzzle boxes, log-style puzzle boxes from America, and even exotic carved puzzle boxes from Transylvania!”





�
Additional clues to the main treasure will be provided throughout the event. Since there are only thirty-two participants in the treasure hunt — and the organizers guarantee that the main treasure will be found by one of them! — the odds are 1-in-32 of finding the big prize. Of course these odds may be increased or decreased depending on your skill at treasure hunting and cleverness in deciphering clues. To the cleverest belong the spoils.





Since this is a murder mystery, participants must not only find the treasure but keep it safe from theft as well. While real violence is strictly prohibited, participants are allowed to steal from each other or commit “murders” with cap guns or fake poison — as long as they follow the rules ... 





“All murders must be pre-approved by one of the Referees and may require Referee supervision,” says Andersen. “If a murder victim has treasure items or clues in his or her possession at the time of his demise, the murderer may steal them from the body so long as they are not concealed in a way that would involve invasion of privacy.”





“Dead men tell no tales, but in this case you can take it with you,” Andersen chuckles. Murder victims who have found treasure items and have hidden them in such a way that they are not subsequently stolen may keep the loot at the end of the event. 





“You may not want to spend all of your time hunting for treasure,” says Andersen. “Most of the characters are involved in some sort of mystery plot or other — smuggling, blackmail, extortion, or murder. You will want to play ‘in character’ as much as possible to get the full enjoyment from The Mystery of the Winthrop Treasure . Remember, too, that you will be experiencing an unusual and exotic locale and you may want to spend some time simply sightseeing. Of course, if you are a truly dedicated treasure hunter, you are welcome to focus all your time and energy on finding the treasure.”





Escape into another Time and Place: into a fantasy world of Mystery, Romance, Intrigue, and Adventure. The Mystery of the Winthrop Treasure gives you the rare opportunity to experience the life of a world-class adventurer in an exotic locale while searching for a real treasure of substantial value.





Explore the actor within you. Who knows ... you might knock ‘em dead.





For more information on The Mystery of the Winthrop Treasure , please contact Alan Lance Andersen, Theatre of Interactive Drama, 122 West Ash Lane, Roland, Iowa 50236. Phone (515) 388-5573. Email: andersen@iastate.edu





www.interdrama.com
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TESTIMONIALS:





“A terrific personal experience, giving participants a truly stimulating involvement in theatre.” Martin Limbird, Iowa State University





“A delightful and stimulating intellectual exercise.” Raymond A. Cornell, Licensed Private Investigator





“This is not the stuff of the couch potato ...” Finn Bullers, The Ames Daily Tribune





“The plot's more twisted than da cobwebs in an old lady's attic ...” Lori Nilles, The Daily Freenam-Journal





“Oh, the pagentry of it all!” Cindy Gabbert, SCCLP
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